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April 22. 1997

The Honorable Susan Ncu
CommiIIionct
Federal CommUllication Commission
1919 M Stree~ N.W., Room 814
Waahington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ncaa,

M a school board member and III adYocate for childrcIl inB~ S.C., I would Jikc 10
voice my support for the Tdocommuni~ Act and the FederaI·State Joint Board
ctiIcounl plan cunendy beina pretentocl to your commiaion.

The benefit of1hia plan to our cduutiODllI)'ItCJD, to our individual "hooll, ancl mOlt
importandy to our students is ccrtaiNy appanmt. This plan is a solid imatmcnt in the
futuR of our children an~ therefore. our society.

1'bank you for your ~nsiderations.

Sincerely,
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·Scho~rzL)istrict
MINDS MEET OPEN DOORS"

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

MAY 1 1997

I am writing to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all students will have affordable
access to the internet and distance-learning opportunities. As Superintendent of Santee School
District, a suburban district in San Diego county, I personally lend my strong support for the
liE-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms. This program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow. Santee School District is a small district with
approximately 8,400 students and our Board of Education is dedicated to a plan for wiring
classrooms and purchasing computer workstations. We are committed to providing our
students with the best learning environment and tools available. The "E-Rate" Telecommuni­
cations Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts for
telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regUlations
regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

'{\\J~~~~
Marcia J. Johnsol)/
Superintendent (

MJJ:as

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Cathy Abel, Dianne El-Hajj, Julie McIntosh, Sandy Pugliese, Barbara Ryan
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT: Marcia J. Johnson

SANTEE SCHOOL DISTRICT: 9625 Cuyamaca Street, Santee, California 92071-2674 • (619) 258-2300



April 14,01997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
F~} ComifiUfitCatioos Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a classroom teacher from Lee's Summit, MO, R-7 School District, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that aU schools and libraries will have
at1brdable ac-C-e55 to the Infmmatioo SUTlPrhitZhwuv.J-"- _ P

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-leaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of aU our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
tU the classroom wlt=re students learn. YOUI' iftC1U5ion of internal classroom cOfifiCCtioos
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications setvices this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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April 21, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Punxsutawney Area School District
North Findley St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767 (814) 938-5151

As Director of Learning Resources for our rural school district in central­
western Pennsylvania, I would like to thank you for your efforts in ensuring
that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway. Since our schools are located thirty miles from the nearest
academic library of any size (Indiana University of Pennsylvania), it is
imperative that our students have a way to obtain the necessary information
for research, class projects, and personal. growth and development in terms of
career objectives and higher education. Thus, we have been doing as much as
we can to keep up with technology-a hard task considering the expense and
lack of financial resources with which we must deal as a reality of operating a
school system.

Although grant funding has made it pOSSible for us to obtain some computers,
software, and essential networking hardware, it is imperative that we have an
economical way of utilizing the Internet and World Wide Web so our students
can gain maximum benefit from having access to technology.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that our district, which in many ways, is disadvantaged, will have
the opportunity to bring services to our classrooms where our students are
learning. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is
vital to our young people's future.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services as soon as
possible. My colleagues and I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal services for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

~~.
Gerald Gigliotti,
Director, Learning Resources



MOSHANNON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
RR 1 BOX 314

HOUTZDALE. PENNSYLVANIA 166e1

James J. Lebda. Ed. D.
SUperirt..... of Schools

SCott E. Ki1g
AsIiItart SUperitendera

April 25, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness. Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the Assistant Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District which is a
small and rural district in central Pennsylvania. Working in the fiscal area, I can state
that costs have been exceeding revenues which has forced us into the position of
raising property taxes the last several years.

New developments in the area of technology are esential for preparing our students for
the world of work but because of our budget situation must be carefully weighed against
required expenditures. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will help provide the opportunity for school districts to connect to the Internet
and enhance distance learning. Students will benefit in the classroom but the inclusion of
internal connections for discounts is vital for a district such as ours that is so concerned
about controlling costs.

We would like our students to be able to begin using the Internet in the 1997-98 school
year but need the telecommunications discounts to make this economically feasible.
Please support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank
you for your time and consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

,.!- .' ~',' <JH1W ,.~, >II?;
,

Scott E. King

Bqu8l 0pp0rtuDity Employer

=-:0
~

:::0

r-:'
c."~

~- .--

. - :;:") :.:.:;
;~'\ ....:::.

1'"':-.

-",?
.~~ -'



{jrass o/aLrey Sefwo[ fJ)istrict
Jon C. Byerrum
Superintendent

Linda Brown
Ass't. Superintendent

10840 Gilmore Way
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5409
(916) 273-4483
Fax (916) 273-0248

April 22, 1997

MAY 1

Bell Hill School
(916) 273-6416

Hennessy School
(916) 273-2281

SCotten School
(916) 273-6472

1997.:yman Gilmore Middle School
(916) 273-8479

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Grass Valley Charter School
(916) 273- 8723

Dear Ms. Ness,

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am
the superintendent of the Grass Valley School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that
each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the
inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our, students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed
final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.
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Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

0"Y'l /. ~..d~
~ C. ByerruIV/

Superintendent.

JCB:bb
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Mr. Lvry LU.e. .PIuideat
Mr. 'WIllard Ritllhie, VIce Aet.itlut

Mn. Martha D.J~ Oer.t
Mrs. JuettJ& T. er..wtans. Member

Mra. Ida. Ward, Mem.6et'

April 18. 1997

The Honorable 1tacheUe B. Chong
Commiuioner (Cl1ifomia)
Federal Communications Commission
FAX #202-418-2820
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 205S4

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regard to the Federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from the Eastside Union School District. and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Ioint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance leamins opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, and molt importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classroom
where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of
this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the implementation of
dilCOUDll on internal classroom connections should not be eliminated nor should the size of the Universal
Service Fund be reduced. As I am. sure are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students
to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Te1ecolDlJ1lllications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
requiring the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely,

Board ofTrustees
Eastside Union School District



Arcadia Unified School District
234 Campus Drive· Arcadia, California 91007· (818) 447·9223· Fax (818) 821·8647

Governing Bolrd
Mary E. Dougherty

Mirylinn Gibson
Michl" D. Lamb
John R. McCIlin

JOlnn E. Steinmeier

Superintendent

T8I'l'8IlC8 M. Towner. Ed.D.

April 22, 1997

Susan Ness, <;::ommissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20544

MAY'- 1997

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am a locally elected school board member from Arcadia Unified School District and I would like
to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the side of the Universal Services Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

-,

Thank. you for your consideration of this matter.

The E-rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
L~c:.;e discour~t5 for t~re(;ommunicationstllis year. I urge you and the oth<::r FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the proposed final
regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and librari6s.

.~t~~'lU~~
(.-Joann E. Steinmeier

President of the Governing Board

nil, ~.,Jnn UlllcAfI ThA DIfference



Spartanburg County School District Three
Post Office Box 267 • Glendale, South Carolina 29346 • (864) 579-8000

Share The Pride
Jim Ray, Ph. D.
Superintendent

April 23 1997
DocKET RLE COPY ORIGI~"

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner ' .,' .> - « .
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554 1997

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am Superintendent of Spart~nburgCounty School District Three, and I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and importantly, the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion ofinternal
classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

The E-rate discounts will give our district the opportunity to take advantage ofthis vast and far­
reaching tool called the Internet. Our students, teachers, and surrounding community will benefit in so
many ways that this letter can only scratch the surface. Students can gain instant access to the
knowledge base ofnot only our local colleges like Wofford but distant universities like Harvard.
Students and teachers will be able to consult with other students, teachers and professionals from
around the world. Teachers will be able to enrich their lesson plans with so many resources that it is
really not comprehensible. Teachers will send E-mail to parents about their child's achievements and
areas for improvement every day if necessary. A new avenue ofcommunication will be created
between the district and the community through E-mail and World Wide Web pages. This will allow
the district to keep parents and community members better informed about policies and happenings in
the district. Hopefully this will create a feeling ofownership within the surrounding community so that
our district may benefit from more community participation. The opportunities created by Internet
access are really only limited by the imagination of those who use it.

Sincerely,

Thank you.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the F§C to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools. . ~
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CEDAR RAPIDS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
P.O. Box 218
408 Dayton Street
CEDAR RAPIDS, NEBRASKA 68627-0218

Elementary School
Jr.-Sr. High School
FAX Number

308-358-0732
308-358-0640
308-358-0211

Marshall Tonnies, Superintendent DOCKET ALE COPY ORIGiNAl Scott Robinson, Principal

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

.r..,,,.,,,

MAY 1 1997

I am a superintendent from the Cedar Rapids Public School District, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education
consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Cedar Rapids Public School District is part of the Tri-Valley Distance Learning
Consortium which is applying for a lottery grant for distance learning. We need the
subsidy in order to be able to afford distance learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal serv;ice for.
schools. .

Thank you.

Sincerely, . , _

. '1 / oJ!'IeI /. , /

)//~4, C/t~
/ ,

Marshall Tonnies
Superintendent



WOODLAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1620 LIVINGSTON STREET • MANDEVILLE, LA 70448

MARIAN C. ARROWSMITH, PRINCIPAL

JEAN KRIEGER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

M,AY 1 1997

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in S1. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorro\v.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for uni.versal:
serv'ice for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



ID:916-657-9231

April 28, 1997

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554.

VIA FACSIMILE

Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96~45 and 96·262

Dear Commissioner Ness:

TCA, the Information Technology and Telecommunications Association has
reoently been informed that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
currently considering a proposal that would increase the Subscriber Line Charge for
business lines, and impose a new charge, a Federal Equitable Recovery Charge or
FERC, of approximately $4.50 per month per line on multi-line business customers to
support extending telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health
care facilities. While the FCC is considering imposing these new charges on business,
(which for the 475 member companies ofTCA would conservatively amount to over
$50 million in additional charges) the Commission has not and is not considering the
long overdue action of moving the cost of local access services closer to true cost.

While we support, in principle, the initiative to bring telecommunications
facilities to schools and libraries for increased access, we are concerned that the FCC is
not balancing the cost of this Initiative with: 1) the current economic position of the
incumbent Local Exchange Carriers which in most instances will be the beneficiary of
both use of this sUbsidy funding to install these services, and will also receive the
income from the use of these services; 2) a number of states either have enacted or
are in the process of establishing programs to support telecommunications access for
schools, libraries, etc.• and 3) there is no evidence that UbiqUitous competitive entry
into the local exchange is forthcoming, and the proposed FERC does nothing to drive
rates closer to true cost, and only entrench the philosophy of socialized rate making
requiring business customers to SUbsidize other classes of service.

We urge you not adopt the proposed FERC or any other initiative which
I •

increases already uneconomic rates without a true rate reform proceeding by the 'FCC
with the objective of driving rates closer to actual cost.

Sincerely;

~.
A.A. "Scoop"SAIR
President - Elect

4151777·4617



fELECOM-POL&PLAN ID:916-657-9231 APR 28'97

STATE OF CALIFORNIA-STATE ANO CONSUMER SERVICES AGENCY

DePARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
80' SEQUOIA PACIFIC BOULEVARD
SACRAMENTO. CA 96814.0282
(916)667.9903

April 28, 1997

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW. Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear CommIssIoner Ness:

P£TE WILSON, a-ftflI'

AMY1 1~~ FACSIMILE

Re. Ex parte contact In CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

We have recently been Informed that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering a proposal that would increase the Subscriber Une Charge for business lines, and
Impose a new charge, a Federal Equitable Recovery Charge or FERC. of approximately $4.50 per
month per line on multi-line business customers to support extending telecommunications
capabilities to schools, libraries, and rural health care facilities. While the FCC is considering
Imposing these new charges on business (as well as in our case government entities), the
Commission has not and Is not considering the long overdue action of moving the cost of local
access services closer to true cost.

While we support, In principle, the initiative to bring telecommunications facilities to schools and
libraries for increased access, we are concerned that the FCC Is not balancing the cost of this
Initiative with: 1) the current economic position of the incumbent Local Exchange Caniers Which In
most instances will be the beneficiary of both use of this subsidy funding to install these services,
and will also receive the income from the use of these services; 2) a number of states, inclUding
Califomia. either have enacted or are in the process of establishing programs to support
telecommunications access for schools, libraries, etc., and 3) there is no evidence that Ubiquitous
competitive entry Into the local exchange Is forthcoming, and the proposed FERC does nothing to
drive rates closer to true cost, and only entrench the philosophy of socialized rate making requiring
business customers to subsidize other classes of service.

I urge you not adopt the proposed FERC or any other initiative which Increases already
uneconomic rates without a true rate refonn proceeding by the FCC with the objec;tive of driving
rates doser to actual cost '

Sincerely.

U- ~~---v-'\~~'"'
ALLAN G. TOLMAN, Chief
Telephone and Network Services

AGT:SS:P~cilc
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April 28. 1997

DOCKET ALE OOP¥ORtSfNAt:

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 802·
Washington, DC 20554

1991

Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

Dear Chairman;

We understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the
business line Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge,
reportedly called FERO, of at least $4.50 per line per month to support
extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools. libraries and
rural health care facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing
these new costs on American businesses, we are told that the Commission
will not toke the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true
economic cost of local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect,
impose a new tax on American businesses, regardless of whether it is
characterized as a "rate balancing" or "modification of rate structures".
With all due respect. we believe that the imposition of such nationwide
educational and health care initiatives should be considered on a
comprehensive basis by all interested authorities, not just as a
telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time has come for the Commission to reform its rules governing access
charges, which are more than $3 billion a year higher that they should be.
All consumers, businesses as well as residential, deserve protection from
excessive monopoly prices. The Administration l s social policy agenda
should be addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these
reforms.

$inC\j~~J~

Joi:do":on
Communications Administrator



~~~ 3)dwoL ~htrwt

ffi~ ~ lb~ h?~ t\
351 SOUTH HUDSON AVENUE, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91109

AREA CODE 818 • TELEPHONE 795-698\ 1
\..'

MS. LISA H. FOWLER

DR . ..JACQUELINE M . ..JACOBS

MR. GEORGE A PADILLA

MRS. ANNE PURSEL

REV. GEORGE VAN ALSTINE

April 22, 1997

Mr. James DuelIo, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. DueUo:

I am writing as a Member of PUSD's Board of Education. The program the FCC is
considering which would start an "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program would
go a long way to help PUSD bring much needed skills to its students in this urban setting.
It has become clear to me that in order to be sure our students are competitive as adults
they must be comfortable with and knowledgeable about the Internet and Email. It is up
to the schools since most of our families do not own computers.

Please support the program with no reduction in size and the proposed regulations.
Specifically, we need the inclusion and discounts of internal classroom connections as our
budget is inadequate to the task.

Thank you for your consideration.

Anne W. Pursel, Member
Board of Education

AWP:eh



Bushnell-Prairie City Community urtlf~~~~.j'#170
845 North Walnut Street· Bushnell, Illinois 61422

• ADMINISTRATION •
Lynn Harrweger, Supr.

Unit Office 309/772-9461

Fax 309/772-9462

Jerry Merrick, Prin.

High School 309/772-2113

Ray Krey, Prin.

Junior High 309/772-3123

APR za d'", P i i Q]
Stetc Rtfss~l/,lPrioll.

Elementary 309/772-9464

I ,< ..- Fax 309/772-9466
l,.~ .f..1:,

April 23, 1997

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quel\o:

I am a Superintendent from Bushnell-Prairie City C.U.S.D. #170 in Bushnell, Illinois. I
appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance­
learning opportunities. The $ 2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and
will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

District #170 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities into
the instructional program. The scope of this program will be severely limited or perhaps even
short-lived without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

~/'
Lynn Hartweger, Superinten t
Bushnell-Prairie City C.U.S.D. #170

• BOARD OF EDUCATION·

Linda L. Hensley, Pres.• Howard L. Daniels, v.P. • Crystal A. Bedwell, Sec.• Ken A. Curtis. Layne McKee· Karen Keener· Jeff Bryan



April 24, 1997

00cKEr'!:.~~
Special Education Services
(4121 325-7601

PATRICIA A. ANZUR
Supervisor of Child Accounting!
Transportation Services
(412) 325-7607

WILLIAM J. GALLAGHER
Supervisor of Accountingl
PurchDsing Services
(4121 325-7608

F~lINRlGIO~

Franklin Regional School District
3210 School Road

Murrysville, Pennsylvania 15668

LEE E. RIECK
Superintendent
(412) 325-7600

ROSEANN B. NYIRI
Director of Pupil and Personnel Services
14121 325-7601 or (4121 325-7603

JACK SAMUELS
Director of Instructional Services
(412) 325-7606

JANE TACHOIR
Di(6Cwr of Secondary Program Services
(4121 325- 7605

WILLIAM J. KRUCK
Director of Business Services
1412) 325-7608

The Honorable James QueUo
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

1991

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a Director of Instructional Services at the Franklin Regional School District. I am
writing to thank you for your support with the Telecommunications Act and the Federal­
State Joint Board discount plan.,

This plan will ensure that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools.
These plans will ensure that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet. Also, they are able to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn, and provide distance-learning opportunities.

Your inclusions of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We will continue to use the money to
implement our technology plan to supplement uur local funds for staff development. Our
students are in need of substantial discounts this year.

I fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries, and I urge the FCC to do so.

Thank you.

~Io/V
~(ankJ:~~ .

Supervisor of Technology Services
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The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner James QueUo:

M~Y 1 1997

I am a Director of Instructional Services at the Franklin Regional School District. I am
writing to thank you for your support with the Telecommunications Act and the Federal­
State Joint Board discount plan.,

This plan will ensure that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools.
These plans will ensure that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet. Also, they are able to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn, and provide distance-learning opportunities.

Your inclusions of internal classroom connections for discounts is vitaL This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We will continue to use the money to
impiemem our technology plan to supplement our local funds for staff development. Our
students are in need of substantial discounts this year.

I fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries, and I urge the FCC to do so.

Thank you.

Sincerely,:lcv;L Jir~<::
Jack Samuels
Director of Instructional Services
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The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

J;';.

M,4Y 1 1997

As a social studies teacher at the Calhoun School in Manhattan, I would like to thank
you for your work with the Federal Communications Commission. I am concerned,
however, that the Telecommunications Act may not continue to include the proposed
education rate, which would provide affordable access to the Internet and the World
Wide Web for all schools and libraries.

Today's technology can provide rich resources for students. Unfortunately, it can also
serve to widen the gap between the "haves" and the "have nots." It is imperative that
we, as educators and policy makers, do not further contribute to this bifurcation. The
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The discount will address the needs of all
schools, and the inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our students--those at Calhoun and at schools throughout New York City--need deep
discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the FCC to support
fully the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely yours,
V~,,_,)

~j Jt,tr!-N--
Loretta Ryan'J
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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M.4Y 1 1997

I am a Technology Coordinator from Moshannon Valley School District, and I am
concerned that students from rural districts like ours will be left behind on the
Information Superhighway. I understand that you have been working toward the goal
of ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to this Information
Superhighway. I laud your efforts and ask for your continued support.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital.

We our a poor district that is large in area and located a distance from most
telecommunication nodes. This means that our cost are greater than areas located
close to a node. It also means our students are more isolated both geographically and
culturally. Having access to the Internet will give our students an opportunity to interact
on a global basis. If rates are low enough, it will also give us the opportunity to link the
school with homes in the area giving parents access to up-to-date schedules,
homework information and easy communication with teachers.

I urge you to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

(~~~~in7§L
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April 24, 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington DC 20554

Dear Commissioner QueUo

~PR 28 3

199}

F'11 '91

As Superintendent of the Northern Bedford County School District in Loysburg, Pennsylvania, I
would like to thank you for your support for the pending Telecommunications Act and the Federal­
State Joint Board discount plan that would provide discounted services to schools like ours. Our
district lies in a rural area of the state where connection to the Internet is especially difficult to secure
and is more expensive than in most other areas. We continue to make every reasonable effort to
provide similar leaming opportunities and advantages to our students as are provided to students in
more densely populated and wealthier areas and need help in that endeavor.

All three of our schools are located on a single campus with a technology plan scheduling the
complete networking of every classroom and instructional area. Discounted cost in any form will help
us realize that goal much earlier than originally planned.

The potential discounts which the Act would provide will help assure that our students leave
Northern Bedford for further education and employment with advantages similar to students in other
parts of the state and nation. Accordingly, I encourage you to fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely

At~J/
David B. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

jf
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April 21, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

M,4Y 1 1997

Dear Mr. Quello

I am the principal of Godwin Heights High School in Wyoming, Michigan and I
would like to thank you for your help in making sure that the students will have
access to the Information Super Highway. Your work in keeping this affordable to
schools is appreciated.

It is essential that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to
the Internet and provide distance learning opportunities. The
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help
guarantee quality, affordable service for all students as they prepare for
tomorrow's work force. The $2.25 billion a year will help all ofour schools in
their initiatives but rest assured the vital link in the program is the inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts.

Our district wide plan includes:
*The installation ofWAN and LAN to bring technology to the classroom

where learning takes place.
*To bring the Internet to each classroom in the district. We believe this to

become incredibly important resource for student learning.
*To install a distance learning classroom.

The district fully supports the use of technology, but needs discounts in services to
make its plan affordable.We need the discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I ask the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

)u<-e~
Michael Mado.. ~
Principal
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April 23, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

"'4r 1 1997

Board of Trustees
Mrs. Jean Fiske
Mr. Steven Glick
Mrs. Laurie Hoffman
Mrs. Mary Peros
Mrs. Lisa Rosenthal

MR. ROBERT E. BEUTHEL
SUPERINTENDENT

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am a locally elected school board member from the Burlingame School District, and I would like
to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools
across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services
directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important
to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are
aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of
tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/~
! ..
L..-.

M.1 97.8

,,;::
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Dear Honorable James QueUo, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street
NW. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
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Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the Superintendent of the Calumet, laurium & Keweenaw School District in Michigan, and I would
like to thank you for making it possible that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools, and will bring services directly to the
classroom for students. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the work force of tomorrow.

Calumet, laurium, and Keweenaw School District is in the process of modernizing its curriculum and
technology throughout all grade levels. The spearhead of this strive toward the future is a vast internal
network that will service the near two thousand student, faculty, and staff that make up ClK Schools. We
wish to offer our students the best possible technology to enable them to work effectively in an ever
changing technologically oriented world. Our network will allow us to connect the district's computers to
each other, as well as to the Internet.

It is our hope that we will be able to provide our students with the tools necessary to understand and
employ the technologies that face them as adults. This means introducing them to technologies like email,
the World Wide Web, network file sharing, etc. As you are well aware, implementing the technology
required to reach these goals is very costly. Whether it be the purchase of computers for ready access, or
the hubs, switches, servers, and even wiring that are needed is a very costly venture. Any discounts on
these, or any other applicable, technologies is a great help. We at ClK Schools want the best for our
students. We want to shoot for the moon, as the cliche says, but currently we are tied to the ground by the
soaring costs of technologies.

Since our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I strongly urge the
FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services for schools.

Thank you,

Sincerely,

,~~/
RaYn:!9n D. Tiberg 7·
Superintendent

RDT:dmw

Mission: "The mission of the Calumet, Laurium and Keweenaw School District is to educate young people in a sale and orderly environment where
lifelong essential learning skills are taught and mastered, initiative is encouraged and achievement is recognized."
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

A(~y 1 1997

I am the Assistant Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District which is a
small and rural district in central Pennsylvania. Working in the fiscal area, I can state
that costs have been exceeding revenues which has forced us into the position of
raising property taxes the last several years.

New developments in the area of technology are esential for preparing our students for
the world of work but because of our budget situation must be carefully weighed against
required expenditures. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will help provide the opportunity for school districts to connect to the Internet
and enhance distance learning. Students will benefit in the classroom but the inclusion of
internal connections for discounts is vital for a district such as ours that is so concerned
about controlling costs.

We would like our students to be able to begin using the Internet in the 1997-98 school
year but need the telecommunications discounts to make this economically feasible.
Please support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank
you for your time and consideration of this request.

Sincerely,


